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Purpose and Definitions 
Social media is an important part of Dutilh Church’s communications strategy. The church 
recognizes its value and the role it can play in enhancing communication with our audiences. 
We offer this policy and the guidelines to help our church community participate online in a 
respectful, relevant way that protects the reputation of both individual social media users and 
the church. This policy may be amended at any time with the approval of church leadership to 
address changes in church operations or the law. 
  
For the purposes of this policy, social media includes, but is not limited to, all current and 
future social networking and media sharing sites including Facebook, Twitter, lnstagram, 
Pinterest, Flickr, Google+, SnapChat, YouTube, etc. It also includes all apps, blogs, personal web 
pages, comments on web sites, discussion forums, electronic/text messaging, and any other 
online tool or activity that involves connecting or communicating with others. 
  
The purpose of Dutilh’s social media pages is two-fold: 1) to provide information about church 
activities and events to church members and to the public, and 2) to convey church values and 
beliefs to all audiences. As a general rule, the goal of these pages is not to facilitate an ongoing, 
general dialogue about the church. Though commenting features may be made available on 
Dutilh Church’s social media accounts, the church insists that any and all comments be directly 
related and limited to that topic. 
  
Policy 
To achieve this purpose, Dutilh Church retains the right to remove or not remove postings. In 
addition, Dutilh Curch expects that participants will treat each other, as well as our church and 
our employees, with respect. Postings will be removed if they fall into the following categories: 

1. Contain vulgar or abusive language/graphics; personal attacks of any kind; or offensive 
terms that target specific ethnic or racial groups, other churches, or other religious 
denominations; 
 

2. Promote services or products (non-commercial links that are relevant to the post or 
comment are acceptable); 
 

3. Contain material that infringes on the rights of Dutilh Church or any individual or entity, 
including privacy, intellectual property or publication rights; 
 

4. Are off-topic or spam; 
 

5. Make unsupported accusations. 
  



Dutilh Church reserves the right to block or otherwise ban future posts from people who 
repeatedly violate this policy or violate this policy to such a degree that, in the opinion of 
Dutilh’s leadership, an immediate ban is appropriate. 
  
To protect personal privacy and the privacy of others, social media commenters are asked not 
to include personally identifiable information, such as social security number, addresses, or 
phone numbers. 
  
Users of Dutilh Church social media sites agree to indemnify and hold harmless the church, its 
affiliates, directors, employees, successors and assigns against any damages, losses, liabilities, 
judgments, causes of action, costs or expenses (including reasonable attorneys' fees and costs) 
arising out of any claim by a third party relating to any material a user has posted on church-
affiliated sites. 

 

Guidelines 

1. Our general policy is that church is a public environment and individuals must opt out by 
contacting the church office if they prefer not to be included in a photo, video, or social 
media post related to church services or events. 
 

2. Dutilh Church will not identify minors by name on social media. 
 

 


