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Pastor's Corner 

 

       

           It is common practice for schools to hand out awards at the end of the school year to students 

who display high levels of academic achievement.  For the first time this year, my son Isaac was 

honored with an award, though it was not for his excellence in math, science, reading, or 

writing.  Instead, he was given the Hospitality Award, in recognition of the kindness he showed to a 

new student who moved to the area and join his class mid-year.  Though Isaac was himself brand new 

to his school this year, he went out of his way to welcome and befriend a new classmate.  Amy and I 

couldn’t be more proud. 

            Have you ever been in a situation when you were the new person entering an existing 

group?  Whether it is a new school, a new job, a new neighborhood, or a new church, being new brings 

with it both excitement and anxiety.  There is excitement about new opportunities, the possibility of 

making new friends, and experiencing new things.  There is also the anxiety of being new: will anyone 

like me?  Will I make any friends?  What if it doesn’t work out? 

            In most situations, the anxiety of being new is eased almost immediately when someone goes out 

their way to greet and welcome you.  A warm smile and welcoming words from someone who takes 

genuine interest in meeting you, learning your name, and knowing your story can mean the difference 
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between feeling like you belong or feeling like you made a mistake in showing up at all. 

            As followers of Jesus, we are called to a ministry of hospitality, in which we take genuine interest 

in strangers, and seek to welcome them as friends.  Hebrews 13:2 says “Do not neglect to show 

hospitality to strangers, for by doing that some have entertained angels without knowing it.”  When 

we show hospitality and kindness to a stranger, we create the opportunity to experience God in a 

fresh and powerful way.  How would it change your mindset if every time you met somebody new you 

thought, “This person could very well be an angel sent from the Lord.” 

            Every week at our staff meeting we review a list of first time guests to Dutilh Church. There are 

new people coming to our church for the first time every week.  As our community continues to grow, 

we will continue to see new faces showing up for worship every weekend.  And when new people 

come to our church they will feel both excitement and anxiety.  Our ability to show hospitality and 

kindness can be the difference between someone feeling like they belong at Dutilh and someone 

feeling like they made a mistake in coming here. 

            My prayer is that our church will be known for our hospitality.  When you see someone you don’t 

know at church, go out of your way to greet them, welcome them, and take a genuine interest in 

knowing them.  Hospitality is not just the responsibility of pastors, staff, and greeters.  It is the 

responsibility of us all. 

 With Gratitude, 

 Pastor Tom  

 

 

Important Details 

 

 

Youth Car Wash Fundraiser 

Take a moment and visit the youth at the Marathon Station on Rt. 19 July 1st from 10-2 to get a 

clean car and help support their mission trip to The Pittsburgh Project. 

 

Do you need help? 

Our youth would love to come help you with any of your lawn and household needs! Please 

contact Pastor Matt at youth@dutilhumc.org if you would like to schedule the youth to come and 

help you. 



 

  

 

 

FISH Camp Registration is Open 

Calling all FISHies (rising 4th graders to finishing 6th graders) to get s’more of Jesus at FISH 

Camp!  Camp is held at Jumonville from August 6-9.   Youth helpers (finishing 9th  grade – 

12th grade) may fill out an application online.  Get in touch with Sarah (children@dutilhumc.org) if 

you have any questions, need a payment plan, or need financial aid.  Cost is $125.  Register 

ONLINE by July 30th.  Space is limited, so sign up now! 

  

 

 

Mars July 4th Celebration 

Everyone is invited to spend the evening in Mars on July 4th to have fun, wear your Dutilh shirts, 

and help spread the word about Dutilh Church.  We will be handing out snow  cones, balloons, 

and enjoying a time for fellowship! Parade is at 5:00 and fireworks are at dark! 

**If you would like to volunteer to help hand out snow cones and balloons please join us at the 

Mars Campus by 4:00 pm. 

  

 

 

Cranberry Community Days 

Do you have 2 hours to spend spreading the word about Dutilh Church?  We could use your help 

at the Dutilh Church booth during  Cranberry Community Days July 13-15th.  Please sign up at 

the Information Center or online now! 

  

Sign Up Here! 

 

 

Canoe Trip on the Clarion River 
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The Men’s Ministry of Dutilh Church invites you to enjoy a picnic and canoeing on the Clarion 

River, on Saturday, July 22nd.   Individuals, couples and families are welcome to attend.  Cost: 

$15.00 per person for the canoes, based on 2 people per canoe.  A 3rd person can be in each 

canoe, as long as total weight does not exceed 550 lbs.  Children 12 & under go free as long as 

there are two adults in the canoe. 

Single kayaks are $27.00 per person. 

 

Please see the website for full details on the entire event from schedule of the day to meals for 

the day! Deadline for Registration:  Sunday, July 16 for paper registrations at either campus or 

Monday, July 17 for online registrations. 

Register Today!  

 

 

 

Summer Camping Program 

Yes, summer has begun!   And although the United Methodist Summer Camp program has also 

started, it is not too late to register for one of the camping events. 

 Most of the camp events from mid-July through mid-August still have openings. Pick up an 

information & registration brochure for each of the camp sites at the Information Center 

(Cranberry Campus) or Display Table (Mars Campus).  Remember, Dutilh Church provides a 

$250 campership for week long camps, and a $130 campership for shorter camps, for every child 

and teen. 

  

If you would like additional information about the camping program, or Dutilh Church’s Camp 

Fund, CLICK HERE. 

 

 

Save the Date 

 

Worship in the Park - August 20th 

Fall Kick-Off - Septermber 9-10th 
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Mars Applefest/Pancake Breakfast - October 7th 

  

 

 

Love to Serve 

 

 

The Pittsburgh Project (TPP) 

We are looking for another Leader for the Pittsburgh Project July 30-Aug.5.  This 

leader could be male or female but must be at least 21; they need to preferably 

stay the whole week at the project. They don’t need to have any construction 

knowledge or experience, the only requirement would be that they feel comfortable 

driving a minivan in the city, and have a back ground check (the church will pay for 

that).  Please contact Pastor Matt if your interested and 

available,  youth@dutilhumc.org. 
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